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Publication 
Gayton News is published by the Gayton 

Information and Communications Action 

Team, four times per year in March, June, and 

September and just before Christmas.  

If you would like to submit an Article for the 
News, please contact:  
gaytonnews@gayton-northants.co.uk 

The Cut-off for articles for inclusion in the 

Summer Issue is:  9th May 2025 

The Parish Council covers the cost of printing 

the Gayton News. The cost is also defrayed by 

advertising, if you would like to place an advert 

for your local business, please contact the 

Editor. 

Over 200 copies of the Gayton News are 

printed and distributed across the entire 

village, by a team of excellent volunteers, 

Thank you! 

Advertising Rates 
Fundraising events held in the village and 

organised by residents: FREE 

All other 
advertising 

By 
Villagers 

By 
Others 

Whole Page £12 £24 

1/2 Page £6 £12 

1/4 page £3 £6 

4 lines or less Free n/a 

(Increased in Jan 2025 to cover costs) 

Contents: 
Page  Article 

2. Editor’s Welcome  & 
Village Contacts 

3. Village Calendar 

4. Evergreen Club 

5. St Mary’s Church 

6. Parish Council 

7.  Advertisement   
Yoga 

8. Alms Charity Notice 

9. - 10. Allotment News 

11. Advertisement   
Music @The Eykyn Arms 

12. Gayton Gardeners          
– Open Gardens 

13. - 15. Gayton Primary School 

16 Millennium Spinney 

17 Walkers Group 

18. Community Minibus 

Back Advertisement 
Kislingbury  store 

 

mailto:gaytonnews@gayton-northants.co.uk
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Welcome! 
As if someone had flipped a switch in March, 

Spring well and truly sprung! With constant 

sunshine and temperatures soaring past 10°C, 

it's a welcome change—let’s hope it lasts! 

My honeybees are out foraging, having a sip of 

nectar and collecting pollen from Crocus, 

Snowdrops, Hazel and Willow catkins. 

However, their challenge is far from over and 

late “Beasts from the East” are a possibility! 

If you're looking for fantastic live music, I 
highly recommend the events at The Eykyn 
Arms. While there’s a great variety to enjoy, 
the Jazz & Blues nights truly stand out for me. 
Adam Whitmee’s recent performance, with his 
outstanding vocals, was a real highlight! 
The bi-weekly Quiz continues to be a hit, and 
the very successful Pop Music Quiz, makes it’s 
return on 19th March—so gather your team 
and put your knowledge to the test! 
 
Meanwhile, the primary school children 
brought a touch of joy to the village with their 
thoughtful gifts of primroses and cards—a 
lovely gesture that was much appreciated. 
 
On a more serious note, the Parish Council is 

developing a much-needed Neighbourhood 

Development Plan to shape our community’s 

future. Look out for the questionnaire and be 

sure to share your thoughts! 

Regards, 
Colin Simmonds, Editor, Gayton News 
gaytonnews@gayton-northants.co.uk 
01604 858933 

 

Village Contacts: 
Email Addresses: 
allotments@gayton-northants.co.uk  

chaingang@gayton-northants.co.uk  

clerk@gaytonparishcouncil.gov.uk  

events@gayton-northants.co.uk  

evergreens@gayton-northants.co.uk  

gaytonnews@gayton-northants.co.uk  

gcht@gayton-northants.co.uk  

minibus@gayton-northants.co.uk  

nhw@gayton-northants.co.uk  

parishpathwarden@gayton-northants.co.uk  

villagehallbookings@gayton-northants.co.uk  

villagehallcommittee@gayton-

northants.co.uk 

villagemessages@gayton-northants.co.uk  

walks@gayton-northants.co.uk  

webadmin@gayton-northants.co.uk  

mailto:gaytonnews@gayton-northants.co.uk
mailto:allotments@gayton-northants.co.uk
mailto:chaingang@gayton-northants.co.uk
mailto:clerk@gaytonparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:events@gayton-northants.co.uk
mailto:evergreens@gayton-northants.co.uk
mailto:gaytonnews@gayton-northants.co.uk
mailto:gcht@gayton-northants.co.uk
mailto:minibus@gayton-northants.co.uk
mailto:nhw@gayton-northants.co.uk
mailto:parishpathwarden@gayton-northants.co.uk
mailto:villagehallbookings@gayton-northants.co.uk
mailto:villagehallcommittee@gayton-northants.co.uk
mailto:villagehallcommittee@gayton-northants.co.uk
mailto:villagemessages@gayton-northants.co.uk
mailto:walks@gayton-northants.co.uk
mailto:webadmin@gayton-northants.co.uk
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12 Mar, Wed 10:00 – 11:30 
Evergreens meet @The Eykyn Arms for tea, 

coffee & chat 

14 Mar, Fri 20:30 – 21:30 
Bingo @The Eykyn Arms 

15 Mar, Sat 20:30 – 23:00 
*Live Music* Dee-Ja Vu @The Eykyn Arms 

19 Mar, Wed 20:00 – 22:00 
MUSIC Quiz @The Eykyn Arms 

21 Mar, Fri 20:30 – 21:30 
Bingo @The Eykyn Arms 

23 Mar, Sun 11:00 – 12:00 
CW Family Communion Gayton Church 

25 Mar, Tue 17:30 – 20:30 
*Live Music* Jazz & Blues Night @The Eykyn  
17:30 Pizzas by The Wood Oven @The Eykyn 

27 Mar, Thu 19:30 
Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall 

28 Mar, Fri 20:30 – 21:30 
Bingo @The Eykyn Arms 

2 Apr, Wed 20:00 – 22:00 
Pub Quiz @The Eykyn Arms 

4 Apr, Fri 20:30 – 21:30 
Bingo @The Eykyn Arms 

5 Apr, Sat 20:30 – 23:00 
*Live Music* Somewhat Afflicted  

@The Eykyn Arms 

9 Apr, Wed 10:00 – 11:30 
Evergreens meet @The Eykyn Arms for tea, 

coffee & chat 

11 Apr, Fri 20:30 – 21:30 
Bingo @The Eykyn Arms 

13 Apr, Sun 10:00 – 13:00 
Gayton Walkers Monthly Walk 

16 Apr, Wed 20:00 – 22:00 
Pub Quiz @The Eykyn Arms 

18 Apr, Fri 20:30 – 21:30 
Bingo @The Eykyn Arms 

25 Apr, Fri 20:30 – 21:30 
Bingo @The Eykyn Arms 

26 Apr, Sat   Time tba 
Village Meeting – Development Plan @Hall 

26 Apr, Sat 20:30 – 23:00 
*Live Music* All About Everything  

@The Eykyn Arms 

27 Apr, Sun 11:00 – 12:00 
CW Family Communion Gayton Church 

29 Apr, Tue 18:30 – 21:30 
*Live Music*  Jazz & Blues Night @The Eykyn 
17:30 Pizzas by The Wood Oven @The Eykyn 

30 Apr, Wed 20:00 – 22:00 
Pub Quiz @The Eykyn Arms 

2 May, Fri 20:30 – 21:30 
Bingo @The Eykyn Arms 

3 May, Sat 20:30 – 23:00 
*Live Music* Paul Robinson AKA Mr. Vegas 

@The Eykyn Arms 

9 May, Fri 20:30 – 21:30 
Bingo @The Eykyn Arms 

11 May, Sun 10:00 – 13:00 
Gayton Walkers Monthly Walk 

14 May, Wed 10:00 – 11:30 
Evergreens @The Eykyn for tea, coffee & chat 

14 May, Wed 20:00 – 22:00 
Pub Quiz @The Eykyn Arms 

16 May, Fri 20:30 – 21:30 
Bingo @The Eykyn Arms 

23 May, Fri 20:30 – 21:30 
Bingo @The Eykyn Arms 

24 May, Sat 20:30 – 23:00 
*Live Music* Mike Davids Band  

@The Eykyn Arms 

25 May, Sun 11:00 – 12:00 
CW Family Communion @Gayton Church 

27 May, Tue 18:30 – 21:30 
*Live Music* Jazz & Blues Night @The Eykyn 
17:30 Pizzas by The Wood Oven @The Eykyn 

Saturday 7th June 20:30 – 23:00 
*Live Music* Black Pig Band  

@The Eykyn Arms 
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Gayton Evergreen Club 
We continue to warmly welcome new 

members to our monthly meetings for a coffee 

and a chat at the Eykyn Arms. 

Karen and John do us proud, providing great 

hospitality. The mini cooked breakfast and the 

toasted teacakes are proving very popular. 

There is no need to book and there is no 

subscription to pay just come along and enjoy 

the company! 

At our December meeting, we celebrated 

Christmas with a Christmas Lunch.  

The room was beautifully decorated, there 

were paper hats and crackers and a most 

delicious two-course lunch.  

Some members even went so far as to say it 

was the best festive lunch they had ever had 

at a restaurant. We would like to thank the 

Gayton Alms Charity for their financial support 

in providing the lunch. 

The dates of future Coffee and Chat Mornings 
for 2025 are: 
Wednesday 12th March 
Wednesday 9th April 
Wednesday 14th May 
Wednesday 11th June 
Wednesday 9th July 
Wednesday 13th August 
All at the Eykyn Arms starting at 10.00am.   

Further information from: 
Carol Coppock  01604 859645 
carol.coppock14@gmail.com  
Manja Ronne     01604 859253 

ManjaRonne@btinternet.com 

mailto:carol.coppock14@gmail.com
mailto:ManjaRonne@btinternet.com
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From the Rector 
As I write this it is cold outside but, the sun is 

shining brightly and it is so easy to forget the grey, 

damp, rainy days we’ve been experiencing for so 

long recently and which make us feel so 

downhearted and miserable. 

 

We are coming up to the season of Lent in the 

Christian calendar, the time when we remember 

Jesus spending a fairly long period of time alone in 

the desert region. Whilst not subject to the 

vagaries of the British weather, Jesus had his own 

weather problems in that desert - scorching hot 

days and freezing cold nights. And, no 

supermarket or convenience store to pop into for 

a bottle of water or a hot coffee or a snack bar! 

Paul and I have visited that desert area and know 

for ourselves what the conditions are like (and we 

had water and snacks with us plus extra warm 

clothing). There are the occasional caves for 

shelter but the shifting sand and the wind which 

blows the sand around make orientation very 

difficult, not to mention the scorching sun 

relentless every day and no factor 50! Imagine 

being out there alone for a day let alone a few 

weeks. No wonder Jesus was famished and 

probably dehydrated and victim of hallucinations 

at the end of it. 

But, that period alone with God was just what 

Jesus needed before he really began his public 

ministry - time out! And it is just the same for us. 

We may not literally be in a desert but it can feel 

as if we are alone, in a desert that everything is 

conspiring against us to make life difficult. It is at 

times like these that we ask God to draw close to 

us; to revive us, to support us and give us the 

strength to carry on. 

Yes, we do have to acknowledge our own faults 

and failings (other people are not usually the 

source of many of our problems) but God is a very 

forgiving God if we admit we are sorry for our 

wrongdoings, ask for His forgiveness and be 

determined to do our best not to make the same 

mistakes again. 

That is Lent! And, what follows Lent? - the joy of 

Easter, and that’s another story. 

May God bless you this Lent. 

  



 
 

 
 

6 

A Neighbourhood 

Development Plan 
April 26 – a Date for Your Diary 

There will be a Village Meeting on Saturday 

26th April (time to be announced) to explain 

why we are asking Residents to fill in a 

questionnaire about the future of the Parish. 

The questionnaire is really important as the 

views of the residents must be at the heart of 

our Neighbourhood Development Plan.   

Your feedback will allow us to understand 

where you think new houses, businesses and 

other amenities should go and what they will 

look like. It will also give you the opportunity 

to have your say on things you think important 

that fall outside the scope of the Development 

Plan. 

During the meeting, you will be introduced to 

the team from Gayton that is leading the 

project. You will also meet Henry Spurrier the 

local landowner and Ed Dixon his advisor who 

will give a short presentation about their plans 

for the future of the Gayton Estate. 

The team will explain how to fill in the 

questionnaire, preferably online as it is easier 

to compile the results but also in hard copy for 

those who prefer pen and paper. We will also 

explain where to drop off completed hard 

copy questionnaires once completed.  

Questions will be invited from the floor so, if 

you have a pet project you would like to see 

taken forward, or you have questions for any 

of the presenters, there will be ample 

opportunity to air your views. 

I think it’s worth mentioning that there will be 

another meeting once we have the results of 

our survey so we can share our findings and 

outline what we intend to put in the plan. 

Finally, if you’d like to get involved in some 
way, please get in contact with me at the 
following address. 
carlhamiltonat5@gmail.com  
Call or text  07547380907 

Councillor Carl Hamilton,    
Chair Gayton Parish Council 
carl.hamilton@gaytonparishcouncil.gov.uk  
 

Potholes! 
Probably just like the rest of the county and 
indeed UK, the state of the village roads is 
becoming worse and worse! New potholes 
spring up and “repairs” fail in double quick 
time! You can do your bit by reporting them to 
West Northants Council using the Fix My 
Street website or App: 
 https://www.fixmystreet.com/  

Litter Pick 
Would someone be willing to take a lead on 
this long established and worthy twice-yearly 
ritual of village life? There are established 
volunteers and equipment, but we need 
someone to co-ordinate it. If you could, please 
contact the Parish Council. 

mailto:carlhamiltonat5@gmail.com
mailto:carl.hamilton@gaytonparishcouncil.gov.uk
https://www.fixmystreet.com/
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Yoga in Gayton! 

 

Yoga is back in the village!    

My studio in the High Street is the venue.   

I have a Monday morning class at 9.30am and a Thursday evening 

class at 6.30pm.   

I also teach one to ones or one to two.  If there’s two of you who 
would like to practice together, contact me for details. 

The yoga’s I teach are suitable for everyone, classes are small, and 

beginners are welcome.  For more information please see my 

website: - www.forgetmenotyoga.co.uk   

My contact details are:- 

Alex Ward – mobile 07739479077 email 

alex@forgetmenotyoga.co.uk 

See you on the mat!  

http://www.forgetmenotyoga.co.uk/
mailto:alex@forgetmenotyoga.co.uk
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Allotment Musings…. 

The allotment site is a wonderful asset to the village. Visitors and newcomers are often amazed 

at what a beautiful area it is, home to a varied assortment of enthusiastic growers and 

opportunistic critters! I have visited a few allotment sites over the years and I think Gayton is my 

favourite. On most allotment sites the plots are individually fenced off but not here at Gayton, 

which makes it look like a one huge garden. 

The site itself is only open to members of the Society but we do welcome potential new 
members, either Village Gardeners who might like to take advantage of the swop shop, BBQ, 
etc., or anyone interested in growing their own fruit and vegetables. There are 2 vacant plots 
available at the moment so if you think you might like to have a go please contact our Letting 
Agent, Carl Hamilton 07547 380907 

To sow or not to sow, this is the question….. 
I’m often asked at this time of year,  ‘have you sown anything yet?’ and the answer is nearly 

always yes, but every year I try not to sow too early and then invariably fail. As soon as a vaguely 

sunny day arrives, I’m down in my new shed sowing seeds that get lovingly tended indoors in 

the hope that the weather will warm up at some point.  

I have been lucky enough to get a polytunnel, which is now in its second year, having survived 

the gales, which left one polytunnel in the hedge (not mine).  
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Last year in the polytunnel there were salad leaves, herbs, broad beans, spinach nearly all 

Winter, but this year has not been quite so successful. Every year is different and brings new 

challenges and surprises. It’s always lovely to stop and chat with fellow growers and compare 

failures and successes, quite often learning some new tricks and tips as well as having a good 

laugh. 

The soil at the allotment site is wonderful, being mainly iron stone, no clay, (unless you have a 

grandchild that likes digging to Australia) so it is good for growing anything and easy to dig. We 

attract growers from a lot of nearby villages because of the wonderful soil. And yet these pockets 

of iron stone soil are not as widespread as you might think. Someone at the end of Bugbrooke 

Road told me that their garden is clay and very hard to dig. 

There are many ways to cultivate and such a variety of 

methods is visible on our allotment site: people who love 

to dig, rotovate, no-dig, raised beds, grass paths, no 

paths, meadows, flowers, ponds, orchards, all sorts of 

sheds and shacks and play areas!  

This coming year we aim to hold the Annual Produce 

Show, a summer BBQ, and possibly a garden visit with 

lunch out.      Who knows, I might win Biggest Caulie!! 

If you would like to know more about our Society please contact me. 
Hilary Glanville (Sec)   hilaryglanville6@gmail.com  

mailto:hilaryglanville6@gmail.com
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Saturday 15th March -9pm 

Dee-ja Vu 
Rock, Pop and Disco party covers band playing 
classic tracks for any event, venue or occasion. 

Last Tuesday of Every Month 6:30pm 

Jazz & Blues Night 

Cliff Brown & Friends – With Cliff as the 
Guitarist bandleader for our monthly jazz, 
blues, swing & rock 'n' roll music night.  
You can expect varied & beautiful sets from 
exceptional musicians, & guest artists. 

Saturday 26th April - 9pm  

All About Everything 

Sensational female-fronted covers band. Brace 
yourself for a musical journey that spans 
genres and eras, delivering electrifying 
renditions of your favourite songs. With a 
powerhouse vocalist at the helm, each 
performance is a masterclass, seamlessly 
blending rock, pop, & everything in between.  

Saturday 3rd May - 9pm 

Paul Robinson aka 

Mr Vegas 
A night of Rat Pack and 
Elvis with the King of 
Swing! Always a great 
night & a great crowd! 

Saturday 24th May - 9pm 

Mike Davids’ Band 

A dynamic and talented group who have been 
captivating audiences with their unique blend 
of rock, blues, and soul for over a decade.  
Soulful vocals and masterful guitar skills, this 
band knows how to command the stage and 
connect with their audience.  

Saturday 7th June - 9pm 

Black Pig Band 

By request of a Pub regular! Indie Rock covers 
and more: Nirvana, James, Eagles, U2, Oasis, 
Green Day & even Take That!
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Calling all 

Gayton Gardeners! 
Gayton Gardens have been opening to visitors 

since 2015. The Open Gardens is a community 

event, which celebrates the joy of gardening 

and eating cake!  

 

This year the gardens will be open on Sunday 

8th June from 1-5pm. Could you get involved? 

Gardens don’t have to be perfect and size 

doesn’t matter. There are other ways of 

contributing to the day such as baking cakes, 

serving teas in the church, helping with 

advertising and general organisation on the 

day. 

Last year there was a plant stall selling 

ornamental plants, vegetable seedlings and 

ornamental pots, which was very popular. 

Donations would be most welcome as would 

volunteers to run the stall.  

If you think you would be able to help, please 

contact Joy or Carol, (contact details below.) 

Why not check out photographs of the gardens 

open last year on the Gayton Website, gayton-

northants.co.uk and click on Gayton Gallery. 

 

Joy Ayre 
01604 858837 
joyalisonayre@gmail.com 

Carol Coppock  
01604 859645 
carol.coppock14@gmail.com 

https://gayton-northants.co.uk/gallery-open-gardens/
https://gayton-northants.co.uk/gallery-open-gardens/
mailto:joyalisonayre@gmail.com
mailto:carol.coppock14@gmail.com


 
 

 
 

13 

We have been very busy here at Gayton 

Primary School since the last Gayton News! 

In the lead up to Remembrance Day the 

children had been learning all about World 

War 1 and why we wear poppies. To 

commemorate the signing of the Armistice 

and to honour and remember all those who 

gave their lives in service to their country since 

1914, we finished with a 2-minute silence on 

the playground. 

 
Our children in class 1 have been learning all 

about Toys throughout the years. As part of 

their topic, we had a visit from Abington Park 

Museum who brought along with them a large 

selection of toys, which the children then got 

to play with - the children found it very funny 

that some were our childhood toys! 

A Big Well Done to Our Talented Stars! 

What a truly magical evening we had at our 
nativity performance! A massive 
congratulation to all the children who shone 
on stage, showcasing their incredible talent 
and hard work. Your dedication and 
enthusiasm brought the spirit of Christmas to 
life! 

 

We couldn’t have done it without the amazing 

support from our grown-ups. Thank you for 

coming along to cheer on our little performers! 

Your encouragement means the world to our 

school community. 

Our class 2 and 3 children are very lucky to be 

participating in a 10 week Ukulele Music 

Project with NMPAT. The children are all really 

enjoying their sessions and we are looking 

forward to them performing their concert for 

us all at the end of the project.             

 -> -> -> 
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Recently, some of our incredible Class 3 

children had the fantastic opportunity to 

attend the Loughborough Lightning vs 

Gloucester-Hartpury rugby match at Franklin's 

Gardens!  

A massive thank you to Northampton Saints 

for making this experience possible. 

Not only did our children enjoy an exhilarating 

match, but they also received a signed jersey, 

which we can't wait to display in school!  

But that's not all! In anticipation of the 
Women's Rugby World Cup 2025, we will be 
diving into some COOL Jobs that celebrate this 
thrilling sport and foster our children's passion 
for rugby! 

Our children in year 3 recently took part in the 

Forest Federation Football Tournament.  

All five of our year 3 Federation classes came 

together for a fantastic fun filled day and to 

top their day off our children won the 

tournament and brought home the Federation 

Trophy.  

Well done year 3, we are all very proud of you! 

 

 
 
 

>>> Continued 

https://www.facebook.com/northamptonsaints?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWpe-mYcHBH9kYIyM2oUKTt-Xv3w1IR_MvLlSJjMzXfJ3y1ioIpy9IRyu3Og2YUnAmkreLSHHMqVSDTTJmC7vTAAiOArDd_e90KNTQKUmMZKqu0LHCzDXENhC1AQyCu73FmF63hYy7R7cAkwYfcd8_U5imhdpg0uO-yRmo-3X1BjYtGpsbALGH07oaro6vwbNI&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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We are over the moon to share the wonderful 

experience of our Class 3 pupils. 

Our little ones from Reception to Year 6 

crafted beautiful postcards of Kindness and 

Years 5 and 6 enjoyed planting primroses.  

Class 3 took the time on Valentine’s Day to 
deliver the post cards and lovely primroses to 
residents in Gayton Village. 

The excitement was palpable as the children 

set off, eager to bring smiles and brighten the 

day for our neighbours.  

It was a joyous sight to see them interacting 

with members of the community, spreading 

love and positivity. 

We’re so proud of our children for showing 

that even the smallest acts of kindness can 

make a big difference! Thank you, Gayton, for 

welcoming our young ambassadors with open 

arms! 

Bev Tyler-Bedford  

bursar@gayton-ce.northants-ecl.gov.uk 

And a response from one recipient! 
“We were very touched this morning to be 

visited by children and staff of Gayton School 

and to be handed this wonderful Valentines 

card and primroses.  

It was such a wonderful thoughtful thing to do 

and you made this elderly couple very happy. 

The hand drawn picture is delightful and it will 

be prominently displayed on our fridge door to 

remind us of your visit.  

Thank you so much, children and staff of 

Gayton School.  

Very best wishes!    Wendy and Barry �❤️” 

 

mailto:bursar@gayton-ce.northants-ecl.gov.uk
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Millennium Spinney  

The Spinney Working Group had a second & 

very successful Hazel Coppicing Day at the end 

of November and this time I managed to rustle 

up a few more volunteers so it was not just 

Catherine & myself; we split into 2 groups and 

coppiced 2 more of our Hazel trees. By the end 

of the day, (and it was getting rather dark by 

the time we finished) we had some tired 

volunteers and 2 beautifully coppiced trees 

with their protective nests around them; we 

had harvested over 60 stakes and binders for 

the Canal & River Trust, some more thinner 

poles for the Allotmenteers and some 

firewood for the villagers. 

The Canal & River Trust volunteers have 

recently been very busy hedge-laying along 

the Northampton Arm of the Grand Union 

Canal between Bridges No.4 & 5 using the 

stakes & binders coppiced from our Hazels.   

Today I was hoping to catch the volunteers 

actually hedge-laying but they were busy 

shredding all the old branches they have cut 

from the hedge to rejuvenate it but I did get a 

photo of their most recent hedge-laying 

achievements. It was very nice to meet some 

of the volunteers who have been using the 

wood from our hazels to do the hedge-laying; 

and in return they were very pleased to hear 

there will be more Hazel available from our 

Millennium Spinney later in the year.  

If they help us coppice the Hazels, we’ll provide 

them with the stakes & binders they need for 

their hedge-laying.  

So there will be more Coppicing Days to be 
arranged later in the year where you can come 
along and join in if you want to, or simply pop 
along and watch some traditional woodland 
management in your own local Spinney.
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The Hibernaculum is looking good in the Spring 

sunshine. Our plan for the Hibernaculum over 

the next few weeks is to purchase & plant out 

lots of native wildflowers from Blisworth 

WildFlowers Nursery. 

As the weather improves, there will no doubt 

be more jobs to do around the Spinney, 

spreading wood chippings to maintain the 

paths, clearing the ivy from the hazels & 

tidying up some of the fallen branches 

throughout the Spinney.  

Spinney Working Group 

A Working Group of Gayton Parish Council 

Walkers Group 
The weather seems to have schemed against 

us over the winter! December’s walk was 

Cancelled due to heavy rain & high winds and 

then the traditional New Year’s Day “beating 

of the bounds” walk was Postponed due to 

very high winds! 

However, on the 2nd Jan, we did the very 

enjoyable 2½-mile Local walk (RL1 & RL2 

footpaths), out from Park Lane to the Lightning 

Tree, down to the canal and East along it to the 

road bridge and up the hill for Wrights Lane. 

Then right turn onto the field boundary to 

make the climb back up to Park Lane and a 

return to The Eykyn for a well-earned pint! 

We did much better on a frozen day later in 

January, doing a quite long 5.6-mile walk over 

the low hills beside Pitsford Reservoir and back 

along the very icy perimeter path to Holcot for 

a chilly pint in the Swan. 

For February’s walk, I was asked to reign the 

distance in a bit, and a good sized group of us 

enjoyed the 3.6-mile loop from Little to Great 

Brington, along the Althorpe Coach Lane and 

then back over the tops to The Saracen’s Head 

where some of the group enjoyed a light lunch. 

I enjoyed a pint of Timothy Taylor Boltmaker! 

I was asked recently if Dogs and their owners 

were welcome on our walks and the answer is 

a definite Yes! Past and present members have 

dogs and as long as they socialise OK and they 

are on a lead when in animal pastures then 

they are very welcome. 

Please come and join us! 

Colin, walks@gayton-northants.co.uk 

mailto:walks@gayton-northants.co.uk
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